
Glossary
Phoneme The sound that a letter makes. E.g. /c/-/a/-/t/

All sounds are referred to as phonemes. 

Grapheme A letter or multiple letters that represent a 
sound. E.g. /a/, /s/, /sh/, /oa/, /ch/

Syllable
The different beats in words. Each syllable 
usually contains a vowel and one or more 
consonants. E.g. monkey = mon-key

Segment A way to break down a word into phonemes. 
E.g. dog = /d/ /o/ /g/    chip= /ch/ /i/ /p/

Blend Joining individual sounds to make a word.
e.g. /d/ /o/ /g/ = dog.

Fluency
The ability to read with accuracy, speed and 
expression. 
In order for students to understand what they 
read, they must be able to read fluently. 

Short vowel The sound the vowel makes 
/a/, /e/, /i/, /o/ and /u/

Long vowel
A vowel name pronounced the same way as 
the letter name itself. E.g. 
ay, ai, 
a_e ee, ea, ie, y, 

igh, i_e
oa, ow, 

o_e
ue, ew. 

u_e
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